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PREVIEW
The College Prep, Assistance & Supportive Services (PASS) Program was designed to allow college students or 
college prep students to enroll in a college curriculum while receiving assistance through a blind and visually 
impaired program that will assist the student to reach a higher level of success. The PASS Program will give the 
client the support and guidance needed to reach their highest academic potential. This program covers a broad 
range of individuals in this transition period, which can be at any age in life. It may be the gap period after high 
school, making career choices while pursuing their education or a change (decrease) in a person’s vision before or 
while in college which may require additional assistance or continued support. This program was designed using 
an approach that will equip visually impaired students with the tools necessary to succeed educationally, personally 
and professionally while giving them the experience of being enrolled in a college course(s).  

MORE DETAILS
The College PASS program will promote confidence in students with visual impairments and encourage them to 
continue to consider long-term goals after high school and beyond.  These experiences will ensure that students 
gain the skills and connections they need to achieve their goals while in college. 

The common goal we share with our partners is for each student to gain competitive integrated employment upon 
the completion of their college education. The PASS program helps students improve academically, make them 
college ready and improve their study skills while learning additional study techniques, note-taking techniques and 
recognizing academic deficits while in college. The services offered will provide continued resources for tutoring 
and academic success that may be difficult to obtain due to the client’s visual disability. During the PASS Program, 
students will receive assistance with personal advocacy and connecting with Disability Support Services on their 
college campus in order to have a smooth transition while in college. The student will also have continued exposure 
to career choices, career awareness, soft skills, independent living skills and essential work place skills.

During the summer, if requested by the student and state counselor, the student will have an additional option to 
enroll in a three-credit course at UA Little Rock (University of Arkansas at Little Rock), which is located across from 
the WSB campus. Students also have the option to participate with the STYLE summer program for high school 
students at WSB. During the summer, students come to WSB for an immersive higher-education experience. While 
taking a college course, students will work on academic skills development, assistive technology and computer 
literacy, soft skills, daily living skills, and orientation and mobility training during the second half of their day. The 
students will also engage in extracurricular activities with their peers that encourage practicing social skills and 
independent living skills.

For more information or to begin the admissions process, contact Rebecca Reid, director of recruiting & retention, 
at 501-664-7100, ext. 265, or rreid@wsblind.org.


